The book has 179 pages, and is printed in 220x140 mm format. There are 11 chapters, with 13 tables and 6 boxes plus additional 68 boxes with definitions (19 boxes), facts (11 boxes) and key points (38 boxes), 13 figures and 22 colour plates in the book. The whole book has 259 references and 14 suggestions for further reading.
There are 10 contributors writing particular chapters alone or as co-authors. All authors are from different health and scientific institutions in UK. Valerie Edwards-Jones is the editor, author of three chapters and co-author of the last chapter.
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The book is primarily "…aimed at the wound care practitioners…", but will be very useful to specialists in infectious diseases, surgeons, and nurses who come in contact with patients who have acute or chronic wounds. The book offers basic knowledge of wound microbiology but also precise facts about many aspects of wound management, and is suitable for trainees of different medical and nursing specialties. Some of the chapters could also be useful for medical and nursing students. In Chapter three ("Collection, transport and laboratory processing of wound, tissue and bone samples" by Geoff Edwards-Jones) we will find all details about how to take different samples for microbiological diagnosis of wound infection, how to transport them to preserve viability of microbes and the laboratory investigations for bacteria in these samples. It is a pity however that only laboratory diagnosis of bacteria is described in details, while laboratory diagnosis of viruses and fungi is intentionally missing because bacteria "cause majority of problems in both acute and chronic wounds". Laboratory techniques for isolation, identification and susceptibility testing of bacteria are described in some technical details just to give a picture about the complexity of laboratory diagnosis of bacterial infections. Non-culture methods are also briefly mentioned. I would prefer that quantitative biopsy culture (Chapter four) as well as quantitative susceptibility testing of bacteria (Chapter seven) would be also included in this chapter.
Organisation of the Book
Chapter four ("Acute versus chronic wounds: microbiological differences" by Richard White), gives in systematic way first a description of wound healing, then a classification of wounds and wound types with the most important characteristics of each type, and then typical pathogens in specific type of chronic wounds, pointing out to the difference between microbial species causing acute and chronic wound infection. The importance of fungi in acute and especially in chronic wounds is emphasized. The problems of sampling wounds (swab versus biopsy) and quantitative versus qualitative culture are discussed.
In Chapter five ("Wound pathogens" by Valerie Edwards-Jones) the most important individual bacterial pathogens are described, including their virulence factors, pathogenesis of infections they cause and some complications that could arise from these infections. Staphylococcus aureus, Streptococcus pyogenes, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and Clostridium perfringens are described in details. Other bacteria, that occur rarely, are also mentioned.
Chapter six ("Understanding biofilms" by Rose Cooper) is essential for the understanding of wound infections, especially chronic wound infections. At the beginning, the short history of understanding biofilms is presented and we can learn that biofilm history in wound infection is actually very short -only some 10 years. Following is a comprehensive review of biofilm development, its role in wound infection, and finally the treatment and prevention of biofilms in wounds. This chapter also has the most comprehensive reference list (80 references).
Chapter seven ("Antimicrobial agents used in wound care" by Chris Roberts) starts with short definitions of antimicrobial agents, their activity against bacteria (bacteriostatic versus bactericidal) and laboratory testing of antimicrobial agents (minimum inhibitory concentration [MIC] , minimum bactericidal concentration [MBC] , disc diffusion, therapeutic monitoring) -may have been better placed in chapter three (in chapter three only disc diffusion was described). There is a paragraph entitled "When should you stop using topical agents on wounds?" where it is not completely clear if the author is referring to antibiotics when he says "the use of topical not for citation purposes Then there is a figure with the types of wounds and signs of infection that unfortunately is difficult to read, but the web address of the source is provided. There is a very important second figure, presenting a decisionmaking algorithm for wounds, also reproduced from the literature and very useful for readers. At the end of the chapter, types of debridement are presented in text and in table.
Finally, chapter eleven ("Future of wound care" by Valerie Edwards-Jones, Chris Roberts, Richard White, and Madeleine Flanagan) presents all three most important areas for improvement of management of wounds. First is the development of products for cleaning and debridement of wounds that are rapid and that will not cause further damage or pain to the wounds, and some new solutions are mentioned. Second is the development of "products and techniques that speed up wound healing" with several examples described. Third is development of "products and techniques that reduce scarring" and some examples are mentioned too. In conclusion, the authors emphasise the need of acknowledgement of importance of wounds in routine healthcare, and the need for rapid translation of new scientific data into routine practice.
Organization of the Chapters
All chapters are organised in the same way which is very convenient for readers to understand the messages of the topic. Each chapter starts with the identification of objectives (four to seven, depending on the chapter The whole text is rich in tables, figures and photos. This makes the book easier to read and understand. Boxes are especially good as they divide the text and make it interesting to follow.
Conclusion
"Essential microbiology for wound care" is a book that integrates the whole field of acute and chronic wounds: starting with the microbiology and basic characteristics of microorganisms causing wound infections, laboratory diagnostics (details of specimen taking, laboratory workup, and interpretation of laboratory findings together with the sensitivity testing), pathogenesis of wound infections (including the important role of biofilms), clinical diagnosis and finally treatment. Treatment is especially comprehensively covered -wound assessment, infection assessment, choices of local antiseptic or systemic antibiotic treatment, and the choice of different wound dressings. At the end, special emphasis is put on new research and achievements. So we have here a complete picture of the wound management, including prevention of healthcare associated wound infection. The data in the book are corroborated with the essential literature references and are fully up to date.
However, it may be preferable for the next edition to put all laboratory microbiological methods in one chapter, instead of in three as in this edition (Chapter 3, 4 and 7). It would be good to add laboratory diagnosis of fungi to Chapter 3.
The book makes very good theoretical basis for the beginners in the field of wound management. It is also first choice book for professionals of related fields in medicine when they first encounter patient with wound infection -they will have good orientation where to go to have further information. I would select two chapters because of their importance: first Chapter 3 ("Collection, transport and laboratory processing of wound, tissue and bone samples") that has very useful practical data about sampling which is of utmost importance for diagnosis of infection, and Chapter 6 ("Understanding biofilms") that gives new insight into pathogenesis of wound infection and will be in the focus of research for new agents against these infections.
A special advantage of the book is that all parts are short and condensed so you can learn rapidly, or you can have rapid and precise advice for routine practice with patient. The layout of chapters with many different boxes is very convenient for this too. The language and the style are simple and clear, so even non-native English speakers can read the book easily. I believe that all these characteristics will help to spread this book throughout the medical professions in many countries.
